BROOKLYN HEIGHTS ASSOCIATION, INC.

55 Pierrepont Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 (718) 858-9193 Fax (718) 875-5607

OFFICERS

Proaidemt
Mary Pag Theanios

Vice Frmidoniz
Maney Tnve

Magal Calee

lang L MeGroarty
Tom van dien Bout

Trasnsrer
leene E. Janner

Secvatary
Chaire Mirarchi

B pd ool Gareermedns
angy Mo
Abyianeim Brais
gl len

Thewnas Chimendes
Sandea Cornwell
Rtk Culhame
ek Draadey

Lhanstd Frepor
Hedry B Geoman
Meredach Hamalvon
Adex Horvara

Ivéme . lanner
Mariimna Kowal
Michoe! MeCamby
Friwn MeGory
Yamg £, MoGroamy
Cluimg D, Mok
Chenyl Nicises- Saaf
Sanam Hafien

Tty Rowoan
Muras L Sehineiday
Fugan E. Shepard
Mary Par Thossion
Tioen van dea PogT
arrand . Viauneo
Farteprs Fincnc rman

Rasswtird Derearor
Julliz H. Seabain

Exocutive Assisesine
Tracy iWalkich

organized 1910

December 22, 2005

Honorable Marty Markowitz
Brooklyn Borough President
209 Joralemon Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Mr. Markowitz:

During the past year, the BHA"s Comminee on Atlantic Yards has covered several

public information mectings, and heard presentations by Forest City's Jim Stuckey.

BHA Governor lrene Janner keeps us apprised as a CB#2 Executive Board member,

and Judy Stanton represents us on the CB#2 Land Use Committee, We've also

gﬂmm to concerns voiced by Heights residents and neighbors in Boerum Hill and
ort Groeene,

Please know that many BHA Governors and Association members welcome the retum
of a professional sports team 1o Brooklyn and we look forward to anending games in a
first class, archivecturally superior arena. However, this enthusiasm is tempered by
our grave concems regarding the enommity of the Atlantic Yards Project and its
anticipated impact on the Brooklyn Heights community.

To date, the civie discussions about the project's perceived negative impacts have becn
tainted by Forest City's tendency 1o buy support from community groups and
gronewall others who are critical. We are heartened that our elecred officials
understand that a project of this magnitude merits the formation of the Atlantic Yards
Task Force exclusively devoted to the study and control of the project’s impact on the
greater Brook!lyn community.

Based on our understanding of the project as currently configured, the BHA agress
with our fnends in the Boerum Hill and Fi. Greene Associations that the arena
development as proposed, with about 17 apartment towers ranging from 200-600 fieer,
is truly a "Ciry within & City". It will overwhelm the bordering rowhouse
neighborhoods. Forest City should be required to follow proscribed urban design and
planning principles. With this in mind, we echo the coacerns that have already been
expressed by others as fallows:



{1} Scope and Scale

The scope of this massive commercial/residential development is unprecedented in
Brooklyn. The scale of the project is dramarically out of proportion to the
predominantly low-rise historically significant brownstone neighborhoods it will abut.
Thesze neighborhoods enjoy protection by the Landmarks Préservation Commission
but no limits are being placed on Forest City’s planned superblocks of multiple high-
rise towers that will surely create unwelcoming, fortress-like compounds.

Projects covering a land area as large as contemplated here ought 1o be carefully and
creatively designed 10 fit within existing street patterns, without street closures, and
must focus on enhancing vital connections between communities, rather than severing
them. We would like to s2¢ this project dramatically reworked o integraté more
sensibly and sensitively with the existing, thriving neighborhoods it will abut.

(2) Design Excellence

Sensitive, design excellence will be essential to the success of this project and must be
its puiding principle. The project's colossal size is contrary to the important urban
design lessons we have leamned from the mistakes of the 1960%. The Gehry plan
defies the fabric of the histonie neighborhoods that surround the project site. The
proposed high-risc mega-structure plan is an assault on the communities of Fort
Greene, Boerum Hill, Prospect Heights and Park Slope. We urpe the Task Force o
seek a redesign of the project, and - at the very least - scale it down, guided by sound
urban planning principles and design excellence.

{3) Traffic, Transit and Parking

The Atlantic Avenue/Flatbush Avenue cormmidor is perhaps the most congested
raffic/transit hub in Brookiyn. Increasing this congestion will exacerbate existing
problems in neighborhoods located miles from the epicenter of the project. The wraffic
unplications of this mammoth project on the surmounding Downtown Brooklyn smeets
will be staggenng. It is this area that is of greates] interest to the Brooklyn Heights
community and the BHA is worried that the south Heighis will be hit with arena
bound traffic, clogging Atlantic Avenue, Court Street, and Henry Street and using
State Street for shorcurs. 'We fear that the raffic congestion will radiate well beyond
the immediate project area unless meaningful improvements are made. The proposed
parking for the project is ridiculously inadequate. Because Brooklyn is still very much
a vehicle-onented borough, the parking facilities for this project nead to be
dramatically meressed. We hope the DEIS will include a detailed rraffic/mansit srudy



of the project's impact on the area as well as the surrounding commundties 1o include
Brooklyn Heights,

(4) Mass Transit, Infrastructure, Essential Services, Open Space, Environmental
Impact

This project will make new demands on the systems for mass ransit, water, sewer, gas
and electric and the cost of expanding these systems must be caleulated and disclosed,
The massive population increase will certainly overwhelm existing schools, hospitals
and parks as well as the police, fire, emergency medical and sanitation personnel
presently serving the area. We hope you will obtain real commimments from the
developer, the City and the MTA to expand and improve these essential services.

Accessible open space ought (o be a vital part of this project. Raised courtyards,
surrounded by high-rise structures, set aparnt from the community, are not public
recreational space. A perfect example of a public park that most people think is
private is the raisad City Park next to the River Café becausé it is not on grade with
the sidewalk,

Please give carcful consideration to the increased air poliution that the project will
incvitably create and its impact on existing asthma hot spots. Becacse rats and other
vermin already pose serious health concerns and Brooklyn Heights residents are now
struggling with rodent problems ar home, we arc worried about increased infestations
when construction commences,

(5) Height of Towers

For generations, the Williamsburg Savings Bank building has stood as the
architectural gateway to Downtown Brooklyn. This historic building’s premier place
in the Brooklyn skyline must be protected and preserved.

We urge you to carefully consider the concerns. The control and supervision you
exert over the development of this project will be vour legacy to generations of
Brooklynites. Thank you.

Sincerely, v —
/n
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Mary Pat"ﬂrumtan, President

Ce: Members of the Atlanuc Yards Task Force



